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OCA-Greater Houston 

OCA -Greater Houston Chapter Schedule for 2011  
w/College Affiliates STCL APALSA, Rice VSA, UH CSA, UH ABSA,  

Omega Phi Gamma -UH & Lambda Phi Epsilon -UH 
 

April/May/June 2011 

1. Fri.4.1 OCA Scholarship Applications Due www.ocanational.org 

2. Wed.4.6-7 GPC-Government Procurement Conference www.houstongpc.org 

3. Sat.4.9 APA Community Walk For CHANGE, Arts & Film Festival 

4. Sat.4.15 OCA National Board Meeting in Chicago, IL  

5. Sat.4.23 S/MWDBE City of Houston Certification Seminar 

6. May OCA Reads APA Heritage Month 

7. Sat.5.7 APA Heritage Month & Dragon Boat Festival 

8. May Online Silent Auction for Student Leadership 

9. Fri.6.24 Henry Chang Murder Mystery Writer Book Talk  
 

July/August/September 2011 

1. Sat.7.2 CARE Coalition 4th of July Festival @CCC Building 

2. Thu.8.4ð7 OCA National Convention in NYC @Hyatt Grand Central Station 

3. Fri.8.19 APA Professionals & Entrepreneurs Development Conference  

4. Fri.9.16 òThey Serve with Honoró Awards Reception & Charity Casino 

5. Sat.9.17 OCA Serves: Fall Project  
 

October/November/December 2011 

1. Sat.10.15 APA Middle School & High School Achievement Conference 

2. Fri.10.21 Corporate Achievement Awards Gala & OCA National Board Meeting in 

Washington, DC  

3. Sat.10.22 Korean Festival  

4. Sat.10.29 Gift Basket Assembly for Annual APA Seniors Holiday Luncheon 

5. Thu.11.3 OCA-GH Annual Elections & General Membership Dinner 

6. Sat..11.5 OCA-GH Advocacy Center Naturalization Clinic 
 

January/February/March 2012 

1. Sat.1.14 OCA National Board 1st Q. Meeting  

2. Jan.TBD OCA Serves:  Spring Project 

3. Sat.1.21 Lunar New Year Festival @ CCC 

4. Sat.2.25 OCA-GH Advocacy Center Immigration & Citizenship Forum 

5. Thu.3.15 OCA National Center Summer Internship Applications Due  

 

OCA-GH Advocacy Center 

Please check our website for updated listings of events and hours. Published 

resources such as the OCA Hate Crimes Response Manuals, Houston APIA 

Legal Resource Directory, and Houston Community Resource Guides are avail-

able at our offices & online at www.ocanational.org and www.ocahouston.org 

 

Seeking Volunteers!  

All events happen with volunteers. Please contact us if you are interested in 

helping with any project before or day of event. 

Help us make a difference in the community! 



4a  |  on a mission é 
 

4a  was created from a sincere dedication to the community, a genuine desire to encourage its 
hopes and aspirations, and an impassioned resolve to work towards its betterment. Our goal 
is to provide a thoughtful platform for Asian Pacific Americans to express themselves and to 
present a source of inspiration, education and empowerment for all people of color.  
 

4a  aims to assist, promote, spotlight and support:  
- Art of all styles, forms and genres created by Asian Pacific Americans 
- Awareness of Asian Pacific American identities and cultures  
- Advocacy for Asian Pacific American issues and needs 
- Activism and active participation of Asian Pacific Americans in local and  
 national communities  
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Embracing the Hopes & Aspirations of  

Asian Pacific Americans  
 

Founded in 1973, OCA is a national organization of community advocates 

dedicated to advancing the social, political, and economic well -being of 

Asian Pacific Americans in the United States. OCAõs goals are: 

- To advocate for social justice, equal opportunity and fair treatment;  

- To promote civic participation, education, and leadership;  

- To advance coalitions and community building; and  
- To foster cultural heritage.  

 

To achieve these objectives, OCA is engaged in organizing its 80+ chapters 

and college affiliates across the nation to develop both leadership & com-
munity involvement. Our chapters and college affiliates work to establish 
strong local programs that empower the APIA community, enhance the 
image of APIAs & protect our civil rights through cultural awareness pro-
grams, leadership training, education workshops, legislative monitoring, 
public policy initiatives, APIA conferences, legal clinics, internships, schol-
arships, publications, and community activism across the country.  

 

OCAõs base in Washington, D.C. gives the national office an effective van-
tage point for monitoring legislation and policy issues affecting Asian & 
Pacific Islander American communities. In the D.C. metro area, OCA is able 
to build national support and to work in coalition with other national 
groups around issues affecting APIAs.  www.ocanational.org  

4a / OCA Greater Houston  

9800 Town Park #142  

Houston, TX 77036 
 

subscriptions  ||   $10/year, please mail payment to  

address above  
 

The opinions expressed in the OCA Greater Houston 4a  Magazine are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect OCA policy or editorial 
concurrence. Publication of any written or graphical material or advertise-
ment does not constitute an endorsement. The editors reserve the right to 
edit, accept, or reject prospective materials or advertisements in accordance 
with their editorial judgment. OCA retains the copyright to this publication 
and its contents, unless otherwise indicated. Please contact OCA Greater 

Houston for permission to reproduce any  4a  Magazine contents. 

publisher  ||   oca  

executive editor  ||   deborah chen  

layout editor  ||   victoria ma  

circulation manager  ||   benjamin chou  

account manager  ||   danielle lu  

contributors  ||   ernesto rausa, deborah chen, 

rogene gee calvert, victoria ma,  cecilia 

pham, teresa porter, oca national  
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  in this issue a  4 ||   



 

Throughout the year, OCA-GH works hard to ensure the 
stories and issues of the APA community are heard in the 
broader community as well as foster opportunities for our 
community to better understand its own diversity. OCA-GH 
has a long history of ñputting its money where its mouth isò 
when it comes to youth leadership development initiatives 
and organizing programs to grow the community. Thus we 

are very excited about the inaugural APA Community Walk for CHANGE and 
our Annual Arts & Film Festival which seeks to provide a forum to support 
APA student leadership, disseminate information to the community on ser-
vices available, and to tell the stories & support the diversity of the APA com-
munity through art & film. Proceeds from the event will go towards supporting 
community service and the establishment of an APA Community Grant Fund 
to support education, leadership development and community service with 
partner APA student organizations such as Univ. of Houston Omega Phi 
Gamma, Univ. of Houston Lambda Phi Epsilon, Univ. of Houston Asian Busi-
ness Student Assn.(ABSA), Univ. of Houston Chinese Student Assn.(CSA), 
South Texas College of Law Asian Pacific American Student Assn.(APALSA), 
and Rice Univ. Vietnamese Student Assn.(VSA). 
OCA-GH is very grateful to our sponsors and strategic community partners, 
for making this community event possible. We believe this is an investment in 
developing future leaders for our community and raising awareness of the 
various community service related programs organized by the community 
partners. The Walk starts at 9am and ends in a group photo at the Arts & Film 
Festival kicking off our month of film screenings leading up to APA Heritage 
Month. Best of all, the festival and film screenings are free and open to the 
public! Join us as we walk for change at www.apawalkforchange.org and 
please help us to better provide needed services. As always, thank you to our 
volunteers, patronize our sponsors, and look for our future issues.  
Happy Reading! 

 -Deborah Chen, Executive Editor    
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Hello Readers! The sweltering months of summer are upon 
us & OCA-GH has some fun things to look forward to in 
these upcoming months. On April 9th, 9am-4pm, is the inau-
gural APA Community Walk for CHANGE; Arts & Film Festi-
val, held at the Chinese Community Center (4800 Town-
park). On May 7th, come meet us and buy our yummy 
food at our booth at the Dragon Boat & APAHA Festival and 
check out our May Online Silent Auction of unique items to 

support our Youth Leadership programs! Consider taking a summer vacation 
with us for August 4-7th as we go to NYC for the annual OCA National Con-
vention. In August, we will be having our FREE Professionals & Entrepre-
neurs Development Conference and in October we will have our Youth 
Achievement Conference and our signature APA Employee Awards Recep-
tion and Fall Citizenship Assistance Forum. Sign up on our website, 
www.ocahouston.org to keep up to date on the events that are coming up and 
take a look at the many more events that are listed on our calendar posted on 
the back page of this issue. Enjoy our Summer issue & I hope to see you at 
one of our upcoming events. 

 -Cecilia Pham, OCA-GH President  

OCA -GH 2011 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Cecilia Pham  
President  

 

Sherwin Sun 
Vice President  

 

Gene Wu  
Secretary  

 

Teresa Porter 
Treasurer 

 

Victoria Ma  
Ex-Officio  

 

Rogene Gee Calvert  

Andrew Chen  

Deborah Chen  

John Chen  

Benjamin Chou  

Cindy Dinh  

Cecil Fong  

Justin Gillenwater  

Elizabeth Hwong  

Jan Kish 

Geeyung Li  

David Liu  

Danielle Lu  

Cristian Valencia  
 

 

 

 

OCA -GH INTERN 

Jason Wang  
 

 

COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS & 

ASSISTANT CHAIRS 

Stephen Chao  

Nelson Nguyen  

Student Affairs Committee  
 

Kang Chen  
Issues & Advocacy  

Committee  
 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Mini Timmaraju  

Chair  
 

The Hon. Theresa Chang  

Janella del Mundo Gee  

George Gee  

Daniel Hu  

The Hon. Antonia Ingversen  
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OCA-GREATER HOUSTON 2011 - 2012 INTERNSHIPS 
  
Requirements: Student must believe in OCAôs mission and have interest in serving the community through this internship. 
Personable social skills on the phone, email and in person preferred. Those interested in improving networking skills are 
encouraged to apply! Detailed and organized follow-up skills are a must.   
 

Description of Internships: Interns are supervised by OCA board members in specific program areas. These internships 
are not paid positions, but college academic credit can be arranged. Interns work anywhere between 8 to 20 hours per week. 
Hours are very flexible and will be split between at home on the computer communicating via email/phone, specific hours at 
the OCA-GH offices, or attending events and meetings in Houston. The internship usually commences with the start of 
classes and ends in late April for Spring and in late November for Fall however, flexibility around finals is expected. Summer 
internships are also available. 
Describe activities interns may perform (please be as specific as possible): 
  
1.  Project work 45 % Event planning & execution 
2.  Public relations 20 % Work w/organizations/community establishments/media 
3.  Contact with public 10 % Representing OCA-GH at community events 
4.  Administrative work 5 % Social Media & Documenting project activities 
5.  Writing & Research 10 % Learning media release writing & professional communication skills 
6.  Other 10 % Grants/Project Development 
  
Internships are available in the following program areas:  
  
Special Events: APA Community Walk for CHANGE, Art & Film Festival, Annual òThey Serve with Honoró Awards 
Reception & Charity Casino, & Annual APA Seniors Holiday Luncheon, provide administrative support in preparation for 
these three events, including: researching/securing prospective sponsors, silent auction donors, films, speakers, and creat-
ing/managing event support materials, press kits, and social media. 
 

Advocacy Projects: topic areas to include but not limited to: Redistricting efforts, Citizenship Assistance, Employment/Labor 
Rights for Workers/Employers, Comprehensive Immigration Reform, Hate Violence, Affirmative Action, Human Trafficking; 
organizing outreach, community education, and advocacy on these and other issues that impact the APA community.  
 

Redistricting and Voting Rights: advocacy on redistricting process, bilingual ballots and state and local election reform; 
community education and reports on votersô rights; voter registration and poll monitoring of elections to guard against anti-
Asian voter discrimination.  
 

Policy Issues: community education and outreach in the areas of education, immigration, government benefits, language 
rights, business development and health care access.  
 

4a magazine, Pro-bono Legal Resource Directory and APA Community Resource Guides: research, updating, writing 
and editing of these annual guides and quarterly magazine and distribution to community organizations and local businesses 
  
Student will learn how a national non-profit organization works on the national level and the local level as well as with other 
non-profits in Houston. Student will gain valuable public relations skills through the means of email and phone communica-
tions with other non-profits and community leaders, and most important, personal representation of OCA at community 
events. Student will be provided with numerous networking opportunities throughout the period. Networking will include the 
responsibility of sharing OCAôs mission with people the student meets as well as their personal interest, educational and 
career goals. Event planning and execution will be a portion of the internship. Communication methods such as magazine/
newsletter writing/editing, social media or website development can be incorporated if there is interest.  
  
Students who intern with OCA-GH will find the experience very rewarding as we focus the internship around educating and 
growing them as future community leaders, not clerical workers. Students will have opportunity to attend OCA events across 
the United States at their own will and meet other student interns across the nation. In addition to the local chapter intern-
ships, OCA also offers the OCA National Internship in Washington D.C. Internship experience with the local OCA chapter will 
be strongly considered when student applies to the OCA National Internship. For applications to the OCA National Internship, 
please go to www.ocanational.org   
 

To Apply: Any bilingual ability should be stated in the resume. Bilingual ability is helpful but not required. Applications should 
also state the number of hours the intern is able to work per week and which program area(s) you are interested in. Send a 
resume and cover letter to: debbiechen13@gmail.com. For more info call 713.446.8430. 

http://www.apawalkforchange.org
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OCA    Be a Supporting Member  
  

OCA is a national organization dedicated to advancing the social, political, and economic well-

being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States. OCA is engaged in organizing its 80+ chap-

ters and affiliates across the nation to develop both leadership and community involvement. OCA 

works to establish strong local programs that empower the APIA community & protect our civil 

rights through cultural awareness programs, leadership training, education workshops, legislative 

monitoring, public policy initiatives, APIA conferences, internships, scholarships, publications, and 

community activism across the country.  
  

Your Membership Makes the Difference .  .  .  Join OCA and  .  .  .  
  

National Organization & Networking  
ÅBe a member of the national "OCA family", consisting of 80+ chapters & affiliates 

ÅKnow that OCA National is supportive of local chapter initiatives. 

ÅParticipate in the democratic process through National Board meetings, the annual National Conven-

tion, Leadership Development Programs, and other OCA activities.  

ÅEstablish relationships with other major civil rights organizations and support effective coalition 

building among other Asian and minority groups.  

Advocacy & Community Outreach  
ÅBe represented by the only national membership based APIA civil rights organization, based in Wash-

ington D.C., standing firmly behind the civil rights of all Asian/Pacific Islander Americans.  

ÅWork with our national office in Washington, D.C. to monitor government and political activities and 

ensure that the civil rights of all APIAs are not compromised.  

ÅReach out to other community groups such as local government, school board, community service 

groups, and other minority organizations to work toward common goals at the local, state and na-

tional level.  

Community Awareness  
ÅBecome an informed, active and responsible citizen as a member of OCA.  

ÅReceive our national quarterly newsmagazine, "Image", which provides current information of interest 

to APIAs by covering legislation, political developments, social and economic issues, as well as edu-

cational and professional opportunities.  

ÅProvide the next generation with education and professional support through internships, scholar-

ships, informational resources and career guidance.  

ÅMeet APIAs who have made significant contributions in paving the way for future generations.  

Image Enhancement  
ÅWork to eliminate stereotypes in the media, in the policy arena and in American communities; help to 

build a more positive & accurate image of APIAs.  

Unify the Asian & Pacific Islander American Community  
ÅWork with thousands of other OCA members and APIA community leaders and members to overcome 

the forces that divide Asian & Pacific Islander Americans.  

ÅSupport OCA, the only national APIA organization based in the nation's capitol that provides a com-

mon forum for all Asian & Pacific Islander Americans.  

Local Member Appreciation Perks  
Å50% off early registration to GPC Small/Minority/Women Business Conference 

Å20% off at LAVO Fashion Clothing Boutique, Rice Village and Willowbrook Mall 

ÅOCA Member Business discounts with UPS 

ÅMember discounts at various APA Author Book Talks throughout the year. 

ÅFree Beverages at different APA Community Festivals throughout the Year 

ÅMember Appreciation Goody Bags/Items at Awards Reception (Sept.) & Membership Dinner (Nov.) 

ÅQuarterly IMAGE Magazine Subscription 

ÅMember discounts to Annual National OCA Convention (Aug) & Annual Corporate Achievements Din-

ner in Washington, DC (Oct) 
  

ÅThe personal satisfaction of supporting local APA Community Service projects 

For full listing, please visit www.ocahouston.org & www.ocanational.org 
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OCA Membership Form 

  

First Name:      Middle Name:     Last:     

Address:           

City:        State:     Zip:     

Email: 1)     2)       

Home #:                            Mobile #:                           Work #:               Fax #:    

Occupation & Employer:          

 U.S. Citizen?  ÄYes ÄNo  U.S. Permanent Resident?  ÄYes ÄNo 

Spouse Name:           

Occupation & Employer:          

Email: 1)     2)       

Children?  ÄYes ÄNo Name:     Sex:   DOB:     

   Name:     Sex:   DOB:     

   Name:     Sex:   DOB:     

Membership Levels 

 Ä Lifetime Individual $1000 Ä Household (2 adults; 2 children) $50  

 Ä Lifetime Household (2 members) $1500 Ä Household (2 adults; 2 children) 2 yrs. $90  

 Ä Small Business $250 Ä Individual $40 

 Ä American Club Benefactor $250 Ä Individual 2 yrs. $70 

 Ä Century Club $100 Ä Seniors (age 65+) $20 

 Ä Additional Donation $______________ Ä Student $10 

Please send completed form and check payable to:  

OCA-Greater Houston, 9800 Town Park, #142, Houston, TX 77036 

Or go to www.ocanational.org to register online  

Greater Phoenix, AZ 
Central California, CA 
East Bay, CA 
Greater Los Angeles, CA 
Orange County/Inland Empire, CA 
Greater Sacramento, CA 
San Diego, CA 
San Francisco Bay, CA 
San Mateo County, CA 
Silicon Valley, CA 
Boulder, CO 
Denver, CO 
Fairfield, CT 
New Haven, CT 
Delaware, DE 
Greater Washington, DC 
South Florida, FL 
Atlanta, GA 
Hawaii, HI 
Central Illinois, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Kentuckiana, KY 
Northern Maryland, MD 
New England, MA 
Detroit, MI 

Minnesota, MN 
St. Louis, MO 
New Jersey, NJ 
Long Island, NY 
New York City, NY 
Westchester/Hudson Valley, NY 
Las Vegas, NV 
Columbus, OH 
Greater Cleveland, OH 
Lehigh Valley, PA 
Greater Philadelphia, PA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
East Tennessee, TN 
Ft. Worth-Dallas, TX 
Greater Houston, TX 
Utah, UT 
Central Virginia, VA 
Eastern Virginia, VA 
Northern Virginia, VA 
Southwest Virginia, VA 
Greater Seattle, WA 
South Puget Sound, WA 
Wisconsin, WI 
Hong Kong 

Bates College, ME 
Bloomsburg University, PA 
Brown University, RI 
Bryn Mawr College, PA 
Claremont Colleges, CA 
College of William & Mary, VA 
Cornell University, NY 
Columbia University, NY 
Dickenson College, PA 
Duke University, NC 
Georgetown University, WDC 
Harvard/Radcliffe University, MA 
John Hopkins University, MD 
Mary Washington College, VA 
Princeton University, NJ 
Rice University, TX 
San Diego State University, CA 
Smith College, MA 
Southern Methodist University, TX 
Stanford University, CA 
State University of New York at 

Albany, NY 
State University of New York at 

Buffalo, NY 
  

State University of New York at 
Oneonta, NY 

University of Arizona, AZ 
University of California at  
 Los Angeles, CA 
University of California at Irvine, CA 
University of Houston, TX 
University of Maryland at  
 College Park, MD 
University of Massachusetts, MA 
University of Michigan, MI 
University of North Carolina,  
 Chapel Hill, NC 
University of Pennsylvania, PA 
University of Texas at Austin, TX 
University of Utah, UT 
University of Virginia, VA 
University of Washington, WA 
Wesleyan University, CT 
Yale University, CT 

          FOR OFFICE USE ONLY    Received/Recruited by:      Date:     
Ä Paid: Cash or Check #      Ä Renewal  Ä New  Ä Packet    Ä    Ä     

OCA Chapters College Affiliates 
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WHY REDISTRICTING IS IMPORTANT 
 
Every ten years, our country undergoes a redistricting process.  Why is this important?  
Population grows or shrinks and distribution occurs in an equal way.  In order to ensure the 
principle, òone person one voteó, jurisdictions must be redrawn to equalize population 
counts.  Also, the Voting Rights Act was passed in 1965 to protect minoritiesõ abilities to 
choose candidates of their choice.  Redistricting shapes the political landscape.  If drawn a 
certain way, minorities can be included or excluded to strengthen or dilute their ability to 
choose candidates of their choice.  Therefore, redistricting must not be retrogressive, meaning 
that districts cannot be drawn causing minorities to lose their voting strength.  Texas is cov-
ered by the VRA and must have Justice Department clearance on such things as voter regis-
tration requirements, poll locations, language assistance and redistricting.  
 
The VRA also recognizes òcommunities of interestó and prohibits dividing these communi-
ties that share common needs, demographics, social and economic characteristics or political 
interests.  Asian Americans can comprise a community of interest sharing common demo-
graphics, language, business and cultural centers.   
 
Involvement in the redistricting process has been a relatively recent endeavor for Asian 
Americans primarily beginning after the 1990 Census.  Historically, areas with significant 
Asian American populations were split into different districts, reducing the voting power of 
those populations.  Examples of the past include Koreatown in Los Angeles when the 1992 
riots occurred and almost a billion dollars of damages were suffered.  District lines had been 
drawn after the 1990 Census that fractured Koreatown into four City Council and five State 
Assembly districts and because Asian Americans did not make up a significant portion of 
any officialõs constituency, officials were left with little incentive to respond to the Asian 
American community.  This has also happened in Chicagoõs Chinatown and in a neighbor-
hood called Berryessa in Northern California. That is why redistricting is such an important 
matter for Asian Americans.   
 
Although Asian Americans in Texas are not a protected minority under the VRA because 
they do not comprise a majority of the population in any district, they still have significant 
areas of concentration such as in southwest Harris County and Ft. Bend County. In the cur-
rent redistricting process that is occurring at the local and state levels, it is imperative that 
Asian Americans get into the public record that they want to be considered a community of 
interest and should not be divided that would dilute its impact.  Should the redistricting plan 
be challenged in the courts, they will refer to the public record.  
 
The Texas Asian American Redistricting Initiative (TAARI), a non-partisan project of the Asian 
American Justice Center (AAJC), was created as a redistricting awareness campaign for areas 
in Texas with significant Asian population concentration, including Harris, Ft. Bend, Dallas, 
Denton, Collin and Travis Counties.  Rogene Gee Calvert is serving as director and Mustafa 
Tameez as consultant to TAARI.  TAARI will focus its efforts on civic engagement through 
awareness, education and training. The goals are to affirm in the public record where Asian 
Americans comprise communities of interest with shared social and economic characteristics 
such as income, educational backgrounds, housing patterns, culture and language, and em-
ployment and economic patterns. TAARI  will also establish a community coalition to advo-
cate for inclusion of Asian Americans in the redistricting process and construct redistricting  

maps maximizing Asian American political power.  Current members of the coalition are 
Asian American Democrats of Texas, Ft. Bend Chinese American Association; EMERGE-
USA; South Asian Chamber of Commerce; OCA-Greater Houston Chapter; Space City Pro-
fessionals Association; Vietnamese American Voter Network and Vietnamese Civic Center. 

 
APRIL HEARINGS  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

APA Professionals & Entrepreneurs Development Conference  
 

Friday, August 19, 2011  
 

Check our website for details  

www.ocahouston.org  
 

Interested in Volunteering?  

Contact info@ocahouston.org  

APA Youth Achievement  
Conference  

 
Saturday, October 15, 2011  

 
workshops cover identity  

issues, APA issues,  
empowerment, self esteem, 
image, assertiveness, and 

communications skills.  
 

Check our website for details  

www.ocahouston.org  

Interested in Volunteering? Contact 

info@ocahouston.org  

Tues 4/5 6:30pm-8:30pm 
APA Community Meeting on Redistricting, Intl Trade Center, 

11110 Bellaire Blvd. Ste 200 

Thurs 4/7  All day  
State House Committee-Congressional Districts - Capitol Exten-
sion Auditorium E1.004, Austin  

Thurs 4/13  9am ð 12pm 
COH Public Hearing - City Hall, 901 Bagby, 2nd Floor Council 
Chambers  

Wed 4/20  9am ð 12pm 

Wed 4/20  7pm-9pm 
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Anthologies: 
 
American Dragons: Twenty-Five 
Asian American Voices edited by 
Laurence Yep 
Asian American Literature edited by 
Elaine Kim 

Big Aieeee!!!! edited by Frank Chin 

Black Lightning: Poetry in Progress 
edited by Eileen Tabios 
Charlie Chan is Dead edited by Jes-
sica Hagedorn  

Color by Gloria Anzaldua  
Contours of the Heart: South Asians 
Map North America edited by Sunaina 
Maira 

Dragon Ladies: Asian American 
Feminists Breathe Fire by Sonia Shah 

Flippin: Filipinos on America edited 
by Luis Francia and Eric Gamalinda 

Making Waves: An Anthology of 
Writings by and About Asian Ameri-
can Women by Diane Yen-Mei Wong 

Our Feet Walk the Sky edited by 
Women of South Asian Descent Collec-
tion  

State of Asian America by Karin 
Aguilar-San Juan  

Take Out: Queer Writing from Asian 
Pacific America by Quang Bao, Hanya 
Yanagihara, Timothy Liu 

Watermark: Vietnamese American 
Prose and Poetry edited by Barbara 
Tran 

Writing Self, Writing Nation: A Col-
lection of Essays on Dictee by 
Theresa Hak Kyung Cha 

YELL-Oh Girls! Emerging Voices 
Explore Culture, Identity, and Grow-
ing Up Asian American by Vickie Nam  

 

Non-Fiction: 
 
A Different Mirror by Ronald Takaki 

A Larger Memory by Ronald Takaki 

Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to 
America by Erika Lee, Judy Yung 

Asian Americans: An Interpretive 
History by Sucheng Chan 

ASIAN AMERICAN DREAMS: The 
Emergence of an American People 
by Helen Zia 

Asian Americans: Oral Histories 
From First to Fourth Generation by 
Joann Lee 

Cane Fire by Gary Okihiro 
The Contemporary Asian American 
Experience by Timothy Fong 

Desis in the House: Indian American 
Youth Culture in New York City by 
Sunaina Marr Maira 
Forbidden Workers by Peter Kwong 

Hmong Means Free: Life Laos and 
America edited by Sucheng Chan 

Immigrant Acts by Lisa Lowe 
Keepers of Concentration Camps by 
Richard Drinnon 

Margins and Mainstreams by Gary 
Okihiro 

New Chinatown by Peter Kwong 
Orientalism by Edward Said 
Storied Lives by Gary Okihiro 
Strangers from a Different Shore by 
Ronald Takaki 

Virtual Equality by Urvashi Vaid 

When Heaven and Earth Change 
Places by Le Hayslip 

Whispered Silences by Gary Okihiro 

Yellow Journalist: Dispatches from 
Asian America by William Wong 

YELLOW: Race in America Beyond 
Black and White by Frank H. Wu 

Childrenõs Books 
 
Almond Cookies & Dragon Well Tea 
by Cynthia Chin-Lee 
A Is For Asia by Cynthia Chin-Lee 
A is For the Americas by Cynthia Chin
-Lee 
Amelia to Zora: Twenty-six Women 
Who Changed the World by Cynthia 
Chin-Lee 
Akira to Zoltan: Twenty-six by Cynthia 
Chin-Lee 
Men Who Changed the World by 
Cynthia Chin-Lee  
Landed by Milly Lee, Yangsook Choi 

Earthquake by Milly Lee, Yangsook 
Choi 

Nim and the War Effort by Milly Lee, 
Yangsook Choi 

My Chinatown One Year in Poems 
by Kam Mak 

The Dragon Prince by Kam Mak 

Mamaôs Saris by Pooja Makhijani 
Half Spoon of Rice: A Survival Story 
of the Cambodian Genocide by Icy 
Smith 

Mei Ling in China City by Icy Smith 

Twist: Yoga Poems by Janet S.Wong 

The Trip Back Home by Janet S.Wong 

Good Luck Gold and Other Poems 
by Janet S.Wong 

Me and Rolly Maloo by Janet S.Wong 

Millicent Min, Girl Genius by Lisa Yee 

Stanford Wong Flunks Big-time by 
Lisa Yee 

Bobby vs. Girls (Accidentally) by Lisa 
Yee 

Aloha Kanani by Lisa Yee 
Good Luck, Ivy by Lisa Yee 
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The History of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
 
Inspired by proclamations for Black History Month and Hispanic Heritage Week, Ms. 
Jeannie Jew and Ms. Ruby Moy, congressional staffers, sought to have similar legisla-
tion enacted for Asian Pacific Americans. The nationwide effort was coordinated by the 
National Coalition for a Pacific/Asian American Heritage Proclamation, founded and 
chaired by Jeannie F. Jew, an OCA National Board member. OCAôs founder, K.L. Wang 
was also involved with founding this celebration. OCA played an integral role in leading 
the coalition to designate May 1990 the first APA Heritage Month under President 
George Bush Sr. and is proud that the tradition has continued strong ever since.  
 
June 1977  Representatives Frank Horton (R-NY) and Norman Y. Mineta (D-CA) intro-
duce Pacific/Asian Heritage Week (House Resolution 540) in the House of Representa-
tives, which calls upon the President to proclaim the first ten days of May as Pacific/
Asian Heritage Week. 
 

July 19, 1977  Senators Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga introduce SJ Res. 72 into 
the Senate, similar to legislation introduced by Frank Horton and Norman Mineta in the 
House. 
 

July 10, 1978  House Representatives pass legislation to proclaim an Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Week next year in May. This proclamation must be obtained yearly 
because the final Joint Resolution did not contain an annual designation. 
 

October 5, 1978  President Jimmy Carter signs the Joint Resolution. 
 

May 7, 1990  Asian Pacific American leaders around the country, including OCAôs lead-
ers, gathered at the White House to witness the signing of a proclamation by George 
Bush, declaring May to be Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. 
 

May 6, 1991  President Bush signed a proclamation designating May 1991 and May 
1992 as "Asian Pacific American Heritage Month." 
 

October 23, 1992  President Bush signed legislation into law to designate May of each 
year as "Asian Pacific American Heritage Month." The law (HR 5572), introduced by 
Rep. Frank Horton (R-NY) and Norman Mineta (D-CA) was approved unanimously by 
the House of Representatives and the Senate during the102nd Congress. 
 

May 7, 2011  21 year anniversary of the establishment of ñAsian Pacific American Heri-
tage Monthò 
 

Online Silent Auction for  

APA Heritage Month  

to Benefit Student Leadership  

http://www.32auctions.com/organizations/800/auctions/1527 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Shah%2C%20Sonia/103-8928891-8176623
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Yen-Mei%20Wong%2C%20Diane/103-8928891-8176623
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Chan%2C%20Sucheng/103-8928891-8176623
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Chan%2C%20Sucheng/103-8928891-8176623
http://www.32auctions.com/organizations/800/auctions/1527
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3rd Annual Citizenship &  
Immigration Forum 

 

OCA-GH, NCI, NaLEO, and MOIRA 
teamed up again to provide badly 
needed immigration services on Febru-
ary 19, 2011. The event provided help 
with citizenship applications and immi-
gration questions for over 300 people; 
double the number from the previous 
year. Volunteers and attorneys from 
around the Asia -town area came to help 
their neighbors. Thank you to the law 
students from UH, STCL, & TSU. OCA-
GH is looking to expand into offering 
Citizenship classes and Citizenship In-
terview Education Forums in addition 
to co-organizing Naturalization clinics 
in November.  
If you are interested in volunteering for 
any of these needed community service 
events, please contact 
info@ocahouston.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

Small, Minority, Women,  
Disadvantaged Business  

Enterprise (SMWDBE)  
Certification Workshop  

 
Come learn about the City 
of  Houston certification 
process where we will 
walk you through the  
application process.  

 
Workshop conducted in 
Chinese in partnership 
with TX Chinese Radio.  

 
Saturday, April 23, 2011  

9:30am ð 12noon  
CCC Building,  
Board Room  

9800 Town Park  
Houston, TX 77036  

CARE INDEPENDENCE 

DAY FESTIVAL! 
OCA members stop by for 

FREE lemonade or iced tea!  

Saturday, July 2, 2011  

9800 Town Park 
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seeking donations of any & all office  
equipment & supplies! 

  

donations are tax deductible! 
  

please contact info@ocahouston.org 

seeking submissions! 
art, stories, articles, graphic designers, etc. 

  
please contact info@ocahouston.org 

SAVE THE DATE!  

 

OCA -GH Annual General Membership  

& Elections Dinner  

 

Thursday, November 3, 2011  

iGive Bone Marrow &  

Blood Drives  

 

DunHuang Plaza  

November 2011  

 

To Volunteer, Contact 

oca@ocahouston.org  
iGive  
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OCA Greater Houston is funded in part by a 
grant from the City of Houston through The 

Houston Arts Alliance 

Saturday,  
April 9,  

2011  
 

10AM - 4pm  
CCC Building  

9800 Town Park  
Houston, TX 77036  

Come support JACL-Houston! Proceeds 
from Japanese Food booths benefit Direct 
Relief efforts for Japan. 
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Saturday, April 9, 2011  
9AM  

CCC Building  
9800 Town Park  

Houston, TX 77036  

REGISTER ONLINE: www.apawalkforchange.org 

Please join OCA-Greater Houston Chapter (OCA-GH), Korean American Society of Hous-

ton (KASH), Filipino Young Professionals (FYP), and the Youth Leadership Council (YLC), 

in supporting the inaugural Asian Pacific American (APA) Community Walk for CHANGE 

(Communities Helping, Advocating, Nurturing, Growth & Empowerment); Arts & Film Fes-

tival. We invite the community to join in our festival and community walkathon to show-

case the stories & diversity of the APA community and to empower our next generation 

of leaders to work in unity to create a better community. Proceeds from the event will go 

towards supporting community service and the establishment of an APA Community 

Grant Fund to support education, leadership development and community service with 

partner APA student organizations such as Univ. of Houston Omega Phi Gamma, Univ. of 

Houston Lambda Phi Epsilon, Univ. of Houston Asian Business Student Assn.(ABSA), 

Univ. of Houston Chinese Student Assn.(CSA), South Texas College of Law Asian Pacific 

American Student Assn.(APALSA), and Rice Univ. Vietnamese Student Assn.(VSA). 

 

APA Community Walk For CHANGE 

Date: Saturday, April 9, 2011  

Registration/Check-in Time: 7:30 AM ð 8:30 AM 

Walk Time: 9:00 AM ð 10:00 AM 

Cost: $25 Adults & $15 Students (minimums) 

Check-in Location: CCC Building Front Parking Lot, 9800 Town Park, 77036;  

 Walk route is 2miles from CCC to Bellaire Blvd. and back to

 CCC gym. 

The Arts & Film Festival will start immediately after the walk and will be held at the Chi-

nese Community Center. The event features entertainment on the main stage all show-

casing Houston and its cultural diversity and a variety of food, visual artists and a host of 

other types of booths providing information on services for the community such as Bone 

Marrow donations and HPD Safety Information in Asian Languages. Demonstrations of 

Chinese YoYos and origami art will be available. Games such Sumo Wrestling Suits & a 

dunk booth will be onsite as well. It is the kickoff for APA film screenings through the 

month of April leading up to May APA Heritage Month. Feature entertainment includes a 

fashion show by LAVO fashions, Taiko Drums, and other young APA performance artists. 

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) will be selling homemade Japanese noo-

dles to raise money for Direct Relief Japan. 

 

APA Community Arts & Film Festival 

Date: Saturday, April 9, 2011  

Time: 9:45 AM ð 4:00 PM 

Cost: Free and Open to the Public  

Location: CCC Building Gym, 9800 Town Park, 77036 

 

For more info please contact oca@ocahouston.org, 713.446.8430  


